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Navigating Human Rights: Japan’s role in
Protecting freedom of speech and
expression in the digital age.
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Maya Isabel Metzger Egger

The Human Rights Committee participated with several other councils to tackle important
global issues from our time on February 22nd, 2025 at 9:00 AM. The Human Rights
Committee started to debate the subject of human rights in the digital age, specifically
aiming to agree agreements on diplomatic matters on the matter of freedom of speech and
expression. The committee chair refused to give Japan's delegation an opportunity to make
constructive contributions for the duration of the conference. It is very necessary that all
future conferences have discussions allowing Japan to re-participate and contribute its own
important knowledge and promoting diplomacy on a global scale. The process allows for
better attendance along with better understanding at future meetings.
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Japan has an important role to play in this UN session, playing a positive part by promoting
its experiences and commitment to provide secure digital infrastructure. And Japan can point
to its efforts to promote multi-collaborators approach to internet governance ( for instance,
hosting the UN internet governance forum). Secondly, the UK and the U.S share some



two-way ties with Japan which highlights on Japan's commitment to supporting search of
digital rights through cooperative efforts (Open RAN technologies and Cybersecurity
capacity building) based on emphasis on principles of transparency, inclusivity and respect
for human rights. It could help shape global discussions over the balance between free
expression and security and create an open digital environment friendly to democratic values
around the world.

Japan has also recognized these issues and has taken many steps to try to address them
domestically. For example, Article 21 of Japan’s constitution ensures freedom from
censorship and protects “speech, press, and all other forms of expression,” but also guards
communication secrecy. Considering these contributions and efforts, Japan must be offered
opportunities to engage in full as part of future UN conferences. This would not only
increase attendance but also help all participants to better understand the different ways in
which nations respond to the challenging complexities of digital rights and cybersecurity.

Lastly, since Japan has not taken part in recent Human Rights Committee's discussion and
debate on issues relevant in the digital era like speech and expression rights, it is even more
important that we take part in further conferences to ensure that, unlike such as Japan,
countries who are violating or refuse fair speech are less likely to participate. This will allow
these meetings to benefit from diverse perspectives, particularly from those who are
well-versed in the promotion of secure digital spaces and generate more efficient diplomatic
solutions that counter security threats with democratic values around the world.
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